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THE SAN RAMON VALLEY BRANCH
Prototype Info and Sources OF THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC

Steve Lane

Public Library & Internet Searches - typically yield:

SAN RAMON BRANCH LINE
' of the Southern Pacific

[rma M. Dotson
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THE SAN RAMON VALLEY BRANCH
OF THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC

" 2 : 3 0 BRANCH LIN
2' Acqu‘nﬂg Rigﬁ!—uf-“’ay for SAN RAM BRANCH LINE
Southern Pacific Railroad Loeation Adjacent the Track County Road Crossing Use
between Avon & Concord swamp,tules willow, open gravel teams, light
between Avon & Concord orchand, open, house pravel teams, heavy
autos, 300 — 60
betwoen Concond & Wl Creek open, large gum grove gravel teams, light
THE Southem Pacific Railroad Company had been  todiscuss getti ilroad branch. Mr. August Hemme: limearjbetween Concord & Walnat Creek winery, whie., shelter, open  dirt & gravel teams, very light
keeping an ¢y on the busy activities of their alleged  called the meeting 10 order and stated that the object of between Concord & Walmut Creck in, young orchard  irt teams, very light
competitor, Mr. Kye. Mr. C.P. Hu promised i calling the citiz gether was 1o leam their views of F between Concond & Walna Creek y dirt teams, light
giving the righ 4 Walnut Creek Walrut Cresk (stream) gravel teams, fairly heavy
railroad through centrs of the flat ville.and Alamo, was between Walnat Creck & Danville hill, b gravel teaim, aiely heavy
being visited by August Hemme, that encrgetic ¢ for the railroad to pass through his land. He ) ik, 130 =200y
oo - SIF between Walnut Creek & Danville vin . grain, open, prune  gravel teams, light
nesaman and fruit grower from Alamo. Mr. Hemme ol the increase in the value 1 sl between Danville & San R i il el seams, light
had gane to see Mr. Huntington soon after e had i would more than compensase for the damage o s Dtttk S Aot :,'::*:1:::“ L i T
succeeded Letand Stanford as President of SP in April 10 the strip over which the railroad would pass, A ; ’ o e ' R
1890, So in Ma spirited discussion opened up over giving
. % : v n

Typial grade crossing en (he
Sam Hamen Nranch Lise—
wrchards, cattle-geard, se barri-

e T T AV ing |

5 tothe go through their land and splitting up their farm:

land. His company wioukd use somewhat the sameé ror James Foster was chosen Chairman and Mr. W m

propased by Mr. Kye. Since the land owners knew that - Hemme, a nephew of August Hemme, became Secre-

Mr. Kye of the Contra Costa and Eastern Terminal ary. Mr. Baldwin proposed that the mesting ¢
atmrday 1o allow-othy

my im 1R33 On May 25,
Sl i e g e Tt 18%0 be called ihe firsi railroad
- WEEling, whith was Beld 1n

' +an

assumed that Southern Pucific Railroad would do the

same. No! Mr. Field said the 5P would not build the g ves, called on oificers of
Tailroad i W had 10 pay Tor the night-of-way or any creiary; Mr. Fb 2 Soulbern Tacilic Ratload and o

gemeral acted as o catalyst in wc-
the right-of-way.—

portion of it present. -0 -way
A railroad meeting was hebd in Danville on May 28 ine. but the  II°R de crossing situation in 1977 had changed greatly. In 1977 between Pleasant Hill (from mileposts
- 1 area carlier called Septimus, Larkey and Oxley) and Crow Canyon Road for a distance of
twelve miles there were 32 intermediate public grade crossings and several private anes. It was found that
‘these crossings had daily v m 1000000 28,697 ausomobiles and, of course, noleams

of horses.

Remeval of SP tracks near Danville Depot. spp g sowth 1o Sanm Ramos Valiey Bealevard: apper o(h— boking nerth, depot 10 rights
st lefi—looking north, depot In backgreunds iower righi—looking north near depot, Novesber 1F9,—fiders J. Doson plosograp
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SAN RAMON BRANCH LINE

HERM PAL RAILROAD COMPANY
MAF OF

SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD
AVON ~ RADUM
CONTRA COSTA 8 ALAMEDA COUNTIES - CALFORMA




. . . . THE SAN RAMON VALLEY BRANCH
Regional Railroad-specific Books and Websites: OF THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC

THE SAN RAMON VALLEY BRANCH from Avon to
a junction with the Niles Subdivision near Pleasanton
was the subject of many rumors of change. From the
1930s through the 1950s, it was often said to be
scheduled for upgrading into a through freight
connection that would take Coast Line reefers to
Martinez, avoiding the climb over Altamont. But the
decline of vegetable traffic intervened, and abandon-
ment ultimately came, with the depot-restaurant at
Walnut Creek as a monument. Rumors have con-
tinued since the closure in the late 1970s, the latest
involving a light rail line connecting Danville with
BART. In this 1949 view, one of the Moguls that
served the branch backs south into Walnut Creek.

Source: Northern California Railroads - The Silver Age, Alamo SeCtlon

Volume Il by Fred Matthews,
First Printing, December 1984

: Danville Branch of the o=
South of Walnut Creek Oakland Antioch & Eastern lewoy

BY IRMA M. DOTSON

East Bay Hills Project:
eastbayhillsproject.or

Home n Mainline Landmarks




THE SAN RAMON VALLEY BRANCH
OF THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC

Additional Site-Specific Books
with SRVB Line Info and Photos:

Walnut Creek’s Unique Old Station
... a short, colorful history
by Dick Murdock, 1974

,df

' SAN RAMON !
B \VALLEY B -

Images of America
Series:

B CONCORD (5

Among Other Local History Books on Concord, Walnut Creek, Alamo, Danville, San Ramon . . .




THE SAN RAMON VALLEY BRANCH
. . OF THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC
e Building - Museum of the San Ramon Valle

P Standard

Museum Houses a
Local History Book

> Library, Exhibits, and
Gift Shop

e Branch sline
%‘é’ﬁum Antioch & Eosiern Raleoy
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